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Investigation stations: 

American revolution - Causes

Investigate each station completely.  Then complete instructions for each.

	Station 1:  French Indian War

	1. Which two nations started the Seven Year’s War?

________________________________ ___________________________________

2. Where did the French Indian War take place?

____________________________________________________________________

3. Explain the relationship between what is called the Seven Year’s War, and what is called the French Indian War.

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

4. What did the French do after King George’s War?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

5. What business did France & Britain compete for in Ohio?

____________________________________________________________________

6. Who did the native Americans prefer to do business with and why?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

7. What year did Washington surrender at Fort Necessity?

____________________________________________________________________

8. This text calls the Seven Year’s War “the first true ___________ war.”

9. DISCUSS&EVALUATE: Do you think this event could have been avoided or prevented?  How/why?  Was any one side to blame?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________



	Station 2: Otis & Henry

	1. Why did Britain think the colonists owed them money?

____________________________________________________________________
2. Summarize the 3 big decisions Grenville made after the French Indian War.

a. ____________________________________________________________

b. ____________________________________________________________

c. ____________________________________________________________

3. Explain what “Writs of Assistance” were and how they were used.

____________________________________________________________________
4. Take notes on the third paragraph, including the most important info about James Otis.

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
5. Who was Patrick Henry? (Summarize)

____________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________...
Station 2, continued
5. (cont’d)_________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
6. What is his most famous quote?

____________________________________________________________________
7. DISCUSS&EVALUATE: Why do you think Otis & Henry were so popular at this particular time?  Do you think you would have agreed with them if you were there?  Why?

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________


	Station 3: Stamp Act

	1. When was the Stamp Act passed? ____________

2. Under the Stamp Act, what had to be stamped by the King in order to be usable?

____________________________________________________________________
3. How did the colonies react? ______________________________________

4. What did James Otis say about the Stamp Act?

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
5. DISCUSS&EVALUATE:  Make sure you understand the third paragraph (ask questions to clarify).  What do you think of the statement made by the Minister?  What would you have done if you were in the House of Commons when he said that?

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________


	Station 4: King George III

	1. When was King George III the king of England? ____________________

2. Why did King George tax the colonies?

____________________________________________________________________
3. How did King George react to colonists refusing the Stamp Act?

____________________________________________________________________
4. What were the symptoms of his hereditary disease? 

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
5. DISCUSS&EVALUATE: What would you have done if you were King George III, to respond to the colonists?  Why?

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________


	Station 5: Continental Congress

	1. When did the first Continental Congress meet and for how long?

____________________________________________________________________
2. What could everybody agree with right away?

____________________________________________________________________
3. What was The Association? ______________________________________

                                                                                                                                            …

Station 5, continued
3. (cont’d) _________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
4. DISCUSS&EVALUATE:  If it was your job to come up with the laws/rules that would apply to every colony, what are some you would include & why?

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________


	Station 6: Boston Massacre

	1. Why was Boston an uneasy place through the 1760s?

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
2. When was the Boston Massacre?

____________________________________________________________________
3. How many people died in the Boston Massacre?

____________________________________________________________________
4. Why do you think this is considered the beginning of the revolution?

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
5. What is the unsolved mystery of the Boston Massacre? (summarize)

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
6. DISCUSS&EVALUATE: Based on the primary sources (first hand accounts) of the Boston Massacre, what do YOU think might have happened & why?

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________



The Seven Year’s War between France and Britain were fought primarily in Europe; American events played relatively minor roles.  The whole war is called the “Seven Years’ War,” and the part of the war that took place in America is called the “French Indian War.”  

After King George’s War (1740-1748), the third of three battles that started the Seven Years War, French authorities in North America began to establish a string of forts in the Ohio country west of the Allegheny Mountains. They were trying to keep fur-trapping and trading activities in the hands of French citizens, not British. 

In the 1740s a group of Virginians received from the Crown a massive land grant for lands in the Ohio valley. They established Ohio Company for the purpose of investing in western lands and, secondarily, for joining in the fur trade. Understandably, tensions between the British & French were rising.

The picture was further complicated by the beliefs of the area’s natives. As a rule, most of the tribes tended to favor the French who enjoyed a reputation for conducting business more fairly than the British. Further, the French trappers and traders did not threaten to fill the region with settlers, unlike the British colonists.

In 1753, George Washington and a small group of men were sent into the disputed territory by Virginia lieutenant governor Robert Dinwiddie, himself a member of the Ohio Company, as were Washington and his brother Lawrence. The intent was to deliver a letter of protest to French officials, who refused the request to leave.

During this journey, Washington noted a strategically located site at the crossing of the Allegheny and Monongahela rivers, where the Ohio River is formed and is the location of present-day Pittsburgh. Acting later on Washington’s intelligence report, British officials sent a small force to the area where they began to construct a fort. Their labors were interrupted by a much larger French army, which chased off the British and completed the fort, naming it Fort Duquesne.

Washington surrenders

On May 28, 1754, Washington’s forces surprised a group of French and Indians, inflicted heavy casualties and took a number of captives. The colonial forces then quickly constructed the aptly named Fort Necessity, in the Great Meadows not far from Fort Duquesne.

On July 3, the French forces struck back. After a day-long battle — the first of the French and Indian War — Washington signed terms of surrender and returned with his defeated men to Virginia. The French commander treated his opponents leniently in the hope of avoiding a bigger conflict. Nevertheless, the opening shots of the French and Indian War had been fired.

The conflict then proceeded through three phases:

   1. The early period of the war saw localized action in North America and began with Washington's loss at Fort Necessity. Neither side committed much in the way of troop strength or resources to the effort. Most of the action was confined to attempts to capture the opponent's fortified positions on the frontier.

   2. A middle phase began with the declaration of war between France and Britain, and touched off the first true world war (Seven Years’ War). The North American conflict might well have remained a local affair, but a realignment of European alliances ignited new rivalries to add to the simmering feud between Britain and France.

   3. A final phase was highlighted by the British decision to concentrate on the North American phase of the conflict. The investment of huge sums of money and innovative new military talent helped to provide the margin of victory.

The French-Indian war was almost over; Quebec had fallen and Britain was victorious in all parts of the earth, but, the British debt was ridiculously huge. The colonies also had gone into heavy debts in the war, and a small part of them had been paid from Britain. There was now a general feeling in Britain that the colonies should, in some regular and controlled way, be made to pay back some of Britain’s debt.

George Grenville now became head of the English government, and he decided on a threefold policy in relation to the colonies. First, the Navigation Acts must be enforced. The high taxes of the Molasses Act of 1733, which had never been enforced, were lowered in the Sugar Act of April, 1764, after which it was determined to enforce them. Second, a standing army must be maintained in America; and third, the colonies should be taxed.

In order to enforce the navigation laws (around smuggling), custom officers were to be armed with general search warrants (called “Writs of Assistance”), which authorized them to enter any public or private dwelling to search for smuggled goods. This system of spying made the people very angry.  Enter James Otis, a brilliant young Boston lawyer. Otis was an advocate of the king, but he quit the job and took up the cause of the people. In a fiery, passionate address before the Superior Court he declared that the power used in issuing the warrants was the kind of power that had created black marks on English history, and calling upon the people to resist. In a short time the whole country was roused to resistance against the violation of their rights. The speech of Otis sounded the first note of resistance to British authority heard in colonial British America, and has been called the opening scene of the Revolution. John Adams, then a young law student, listened to the passionate eloquence of Otis, and wrote, fifty-six years later, "Then and there the child Independence was born."

Very soon after, a second note of warning arose. It came from Patrick Henry of Virginia. Henry was a young lawyer.  He was ethnically Scottish.  As a youth he gave little promise for the future, though he had a fair education. After a few failed careers, he turned his attention to the law, and after six weeks' reading was admitted to the bar. For several years his clients were few and he barely earned his daily bread, but still he was happy with his violin. I his 28th year, he burst forth suddenly upon the public; he became the most eloquent public speaker of his generation.

The matter that brought Henry to the front is known as the Parson's Cause. Virginia still paid its church in tobacco; but back in the fifties, under pressure of the war, the assembly passed an act permitting the payment of public dues, including the salaries of the church, in colonial money. Years later, the church complained to the bishop of London, who brought it to the king, and the king canceled (vetoed) the law. Rev. James Maury sued in the court for damages, or back salary, and won his suit. A jury was to fix the amount of damages, and it was before this jury that Patrick Henry blossomed forth to the world.

The question was, What right has a king three thousand miles away to interfere in the private, internal affairs of Virginia? Virginia has the right to make her own laws; in annulling a law at the request of a class, "a king, from being a father to his people, degenerates into a tyrant, and forfeits all right to obedience." The friends of his Majesty cried "treason," but the people were ripe for such a prophet and heard him gladly; so with the jury, for they awarded the parson only a penny. The fame of the orator spread far and wide. The people admired the rising genius, and, as in the ease of Otis, their admiration was inseparably linked with what be had said about their rights and the infringement of those rights by the king; and thus were sown in the American heart the seeds of discontent. Later he was credited with the famous quote, “Give me liberty, or give me death.”

Lord Grenville proposed a new stamp-tax in 1765. All pamphlets, almanacs, newspapers, all bonds, notes, leases, policies of insurance, together with all papers used for legal purposes, in order to be valid were to be drawn on stamped paper, to be purchased only from the king's officers appointed for that purpose. This plan was put off until the following year, in order that the colonies might have an opportunity of expressing their feelings on the subject. The introduction of the bill openly avowed the intention of raising money from "his majesty's dominions in America;" the same act gave increased power to the military courts, and provided more strict means for enforcing the payment of taxes and punishing people who didn’t pay.

The colonies received the news of these proposed measures with strong resistance. Massachusetts instructed her agent in London to deny the right of Parliament to impose taxes on a people who were not represented in the House of Commons. A combination of all the colonies for the defense of their common interests was suggested.

But the minds of the British monarch and his ministers were not to be influenced either by the scoldings and pleadings of the colonies or their agents in London, or of their few friends in Parliament. Grenville, the minister, brought in his bill for collecting a stamp-tax in America, and it passed the House of Commons five to one. This act was to come into operation on the 1st day of November of the same year. Colonel Barre, who had fought with Wolfe at Louisburg and Quebec, electrified the House with his outburst in reply to one of the ministers who spoke of the colonists as "children planted by our care, nourished by our indulgence, and protected by our arms." "They planted by your care!" replied Barre. "No; your oppression planted them in America. They nourished by your indulgence! They grew up by your neglect of them. They protected by your arms! Those sons of liberty have nobly taken up arms in your defense. I claim to know more of America than most of you, having been conversant in that country. The people, I believe, are as truly loyal subjects as the king has, but a people jealous of their liberties, and who will vindicate them should they ever be violated."

The day after the Stamp Act had passed the House, Benjamin Franklin, then in London as agent for Philadelphia, wrote the news to his friend Charles Thomson. "The sun of liberty," said he, "is set; you must light up the candles of industry and economy." "We shall light up torches of quite another kind," was the reply.

The House of Representatives resolved, "That the imposition of duties and taxes by the Parliament of Great Britain, upon a people not represented in the House of Commons, is absolutely irreconcilable with their rights." The pamphlet issued by James Otis, mentioned in the preceding article, vigorously asserted this principle, and declared, "If we are not represented, we are slaves." He maintained, as one of the "natural rights of man," that taxes could not be levied upon the people "but by their consent in person or by deputation." The energetic protests published greatly intensified the feeling of resistance to the Parliamentary scheme. The passage of the Stamp Act, therefore, was regarded throughout America as a high-handed violation of the liberties of the people.
King George III (known as the king who lost America), was born in 1738.  King George III's father, the Prince of Wales died when he was young. When George III was 22, in 1760, his grandfather, George II, died. On September 8th, 1761 he married Princess Charlotte Sophia from Mecklenburg-Strelitz, in Germany and on September 22nd, 1761, George III became the King of England. George himself was of partial German ancestry. George and Charlotte had 15 children, one of whom, George IV would be the next king.

King George III sat upon the throne of England from 1760-1820. It was on his watch that the American colonies were lost. King George III, after the French and Indian War, had large debts to pay, and thought he could extract the necessary money from the colonies. King George was angered when the insolent American colonists objected to the taxes being levied, particularly the Stamp Act. When the Stamp Act was repealed, King George flew into a rage. King George thought the colonists should be dealt with harshly for their disobedience. Using his profound influence, he pushed through the  Townshend Acts, in 1766, taxing many items including tea resulting in the Boston Tea Party (Americans throwing crates of tea into the ocean in protest). King George was eventually humbled as the American colonies successfully became the United States Of America. Other colonies began to rebel after America's success and King George remained embroiled in one conflict or another for many years.

George III inherited more than just the throne. He also had the royal hereditary disease porphyria which had afflicted Mary Queen of Scots. She passed it to her son, King James I of England. Porphyria is caused by the insufficient production of hemoglobin (the part of your blood that carries oxygen from your lungs to the rest of your body). The symptoms are sensitivity to light, strong abdominal pain, port wine colored urine and paralysis in the arms and legs. The interruption of nerve impulses to the brain causes the development of psychiatric symptoms. Finally, convulsions occur and the patient sinks into a coma. George III's first attack occurred in 1765, four years after his marriage to Queen Charlotte.  From 1811 to the time of his death in 1820 he became progressively insane and blind. He spent his time in isolation, and was often kept in straight jackets and behind bars in his private apartments at Windsor Castle.

King George III died in 1820, at the age of 82, and his son, George IV, succeeded him. Other members of the far-flung royal family who suffered from this hereditary disease were Queen Anne of Great Britain; Frederic the Great of Germany; George IV of Great Britain--son of George III; and George IV's daughter, Princess Charlotte, who died of the disease at childbirth.

The first Continental Congress met in Carpenter's Hall in Philadelphia, from September 5, to October 26, 1774. Carpenter's Hall was also the seat of the Pennsylvania Congress. All of the colonies except Georgia sent representatives. These were elected by the people, by the colonial lawmakers, or by the committees of communication from the colonies. The colonies presented there were united in a determination to stand up against Great Britain, but their aims were not uniform at all. Virginia's reps were made up of a most even mix of these and presented the most respected group of men in America: Colo. George Washington, Richard Henry Lee, Patrick Henry, Edmund Pendleton, Colo. Benjamin Harrison, Richard Bland, and at the head of them Peyton Randolph — who would immediately be elected president of the convention.

It was agreeable to all that the King and Parliament must be made to understand the grievances (complaints) of the colonies and that the body must do everything possible to communicate the same to the population of America, and to the rest of the world.

The first few weeks were taken by discussion and debate. The colonies had always, up to this time, acted independently. There was much distrust to overcome. The first matter to be considered by all was A Plan of Union of Great Britain and the Colonies, offered by Joseph Galloway of Pennsylvania. The plan was considered very attractive to most of the members, as it proposed a popularly elected Grand Council which would represent the interests of the colonies as a whole, and would be a continental equivalent to the English Parliament. Poised against this would be a President General, appointed by the crown, to represent the authority of the king in America. Conflict in Boston overcame the effort at conciliation. The arrival of the Suffolk County (Boston) resolves just prior to the vote on the Plan of Union, caused it to be discarded by a narrow margin.

On October 14, the Declaration and Resolves established the course of the congress, as a statement of principles common to all of the colonies. Congress voted to meet again the following year if these grievances were not attended to by England.

Several days later, on the 20th, came The Association, which was patterned after the Virginia Association and others that followed. This was a pact for nonimportation of English goods, to establish mechanisms throughout the colonies to enforce and regulate the resistance to Great Britain, and to keep the channels of communication open. It was to become effective on December 1, 1774 unless parliament should rescind the Intolerable Acts.

The town of Boston was a very uneasy city throughout the 1760's. This uneasiness quickly turned to belligerence in the early part of 1770. Tensions had been mounting from the beginning of the year with various clashes between British sympathizers and colonists. However, in early March the tensions erupted into bloodshed.

On March 5, 1770 a small group of colonists were hassling British soldiers. By many accounts there was a great deal of taunting that eventually lead to an escalation of hostility. The guard in front of the Custom House eventually lashed out at the colonists which brought more colonists to the scene. In fact, someone began ringing the church bells which usually signified a fire. The guard called for help, setting up the clash which we now call the Boston Massacre.

A group of soldiers led by Captain Thomas Preston came to the rescue of the guard. Captain Preston and his men were quickly surrounded. All attempts to calm the crowd proved useless. At this point, the accounts of the event vary drastically. A musket was fired into the crowd, immediately followed by more shots. This action left several wounded and five dead including Crispus Attucks, one of the most famous African American revolutionaries. The crowd quickly dispersed. These are the facts we do know. However, many uncertainties surround this important historical event:

    * Did the soldiers fire with provocation?

    * Did they fire on their own?

    * Was Captain Preston guilty of ordering his men to fire into a crowd of civilians?

    * Was he innocent and being used by men like Samuel Adams to confirm the tyranny of England? 

The only evidence historians have to try and determine Captain Preston's guilt or innocence is the testimony of the eyewitnesses. Unfortunately, many of the statements conflict with each other and with Captain Preston's own account. We must try to piece together a hypothesis from these conflicting sources.

Captain Preston's Account
    * Captain Preston claimed he ordered his men to load their weapons.

    * Captain Preston claimed he heard the crowd yelling fire.

    * Captain Preston claimed they were attacked by heavy clubs and snowballs.

    * Captain Preston claimed a soldier was hit by a stick and then fired.

    * Captain Preston claimed the other soldiers fired in response to the colonist attack.

    * Captain Preston claimed he reprimanded his men for firing into the crowd without orders. 

Eyewitness Statements in Support of Captain Preston's Statement

    * Witnesses claimed they heard the Captain order his men to load their weapons.

    * Witnesses claimed they asked Captain Preston if he intended to fire and he said no.

    * Witnesses claimed the crowd was calling for the soldiers to fire.

    * Witnesses claimed they saw a stick thrown and hit a soldier, which prompted him to fire, quickly followed by several other soldiers.

    * Witnesses claimed an officer other than Preston was behind the men and that he ordered the soldiers to fire.

    * Witnesses claimed the crowd threw snowballs at the soldiers.

    * Witnesses claimed they did not hear Captain Preston order his men to fire.

    * William Wyatt claimed that Captain Preston reprimanded his men for firing into the crowd.

    * Edward Hill claimed that Captain Preston made a soldier put away his weapon instead of allowing him to continue to shoot. 

Eyewitness Statements Opposed to Captain Preston's Statement

    * Witnesses including Daniel Calef claimed that Captain Preston ordered his men to fire.

    * Henry Knox claimed the soldiers were hitting and pushing with their muskets.

    * Joseph Petty claimed he did not see any sticks thrown at the soldiers until after the firing.

    * Robert Goddard claimed he heard Captain Preston curse his men for not firing when ordered.

    * Several soldiers including Hugh White claimed they heard the order to fire and believed they were obeying his commands. 

The facts are unclear.
